MAY 2009 HOWARD SMITH PAPER GROUP

ENVIRONMENT INFORMATION SHEET

Introduction to Forest Stewardship
Council (FSC) Certification

Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) is an international, non-governmental organisation dedicated to
promoting responsible management of the world’s forests. It was founded in 1993 in response to public
concern about deforestation and the demand for a trustworthy wood-labelling scheme.

The Trademark of the Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) is a label on timber and wood based products,
including paper, which indicates that the wood comes from a well-managed and sustainable forest. It gives
assurance that the forest of origin has been independently inspected and evaluated to comply with an
internationally agreed set of strict environmental, social and economic standards.

Forest Stewardship Council is supported by high profile organisations including; WWF, Greenpeace, Friends
of the Earth and the Woodland Trust.

The Howard Smith Paper Group first achieved its FSC Chain-of-Custody supplier certification in 2002.
Certificate number SGS-COC-0969

Why should | have FSC accreditation?

By using FSC labelled products, you can be assured of gaining public recognition of your environmental and
Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR). You can provide independent assurance to customers wishing to
buy ethical products that the forests of origin are managed to the highest social and environmental
standards.

Increasing organisations are realising this as an opportunity to grow their business and secure work from
organisations who have committed CSR policies.

How do | become FSC certified?

Achieving chain of custody is possible for most organisations with some resource investment. The scale and
cost of this investment is reflected on the size and complexity of the business and whether any other quality
management schemes, such as 1ISO14001 or ISO 9001, are already in place.

The Howard Smith Paper Group has developed with a partner organisation, The Print Circle, a web based
tool for printers, designers and publishers to understand the process and opportunities of becoming FSC
certified. Importantly, this is a competitive and simple solution.

Equally important, having made the investment and securing FSC certification, this tool then helps you
remain compliant.

We have a detailed information sheet which explains the process and guidance on cost. This can be
downloaded from www.fscpaper.co.uk/getfsc

Supporting tools
The Howard Smith Group has developed a number of supporting tools to help our customers understand,
secure and promote the use of FSC papers. They include;

A website specifically dedicated to FSC: www.fscpaper.co.uk

'Products at a glance’ detailing summary environmental credentials of all our products
Individual product swatches for all FSC ranges

Personalised FSC posters
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FSC posters
To support our customers we have designed an informative poster which can be personalised to incorporate

your individual corporate branding. The objective is to help our customers and their clients understand the
environmental objectives, opportunities and benefits that FSC accreditation can bring.
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5 Howard Smith Paper Over 90% of Howard Smith Paper Group’s products are FSC, PEFC or Recycled.
Group For morei fon visit www. co.uk and www. co.uk

For more details or to order your personalised FSC posters please contact your local sales office or discuss
with your account manager.

Useful contact websites

Howard Smith Paper Group FSC website: www.fscpaper.co.uk
How to secure FSC certification: www.fscpaper.co.uk/getfsc
Forest Stewardship Council (UK) website: www.fsc-uk.info

More information
To learn more about the environmental and business opportunities of using and becoming FSC certified
please contact your regional Sales centre.
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